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AYASOFYA iC NARTEXIN ALTINDAKI MEKAN

Ayasofya’nin i¢ nartexin altinda, bat1 kapis: ile en kuzeydeki 2 kapt
arasina kadar uzanan ve nartex eninin 3/2 sini iggal eden bir mekdn mev-
cuttur. Umumi uzunlugu 43.53 m. dir, eni 3.90. Buras: ortada bulunan
bir sira ayakla ikiye aymlmigtir (Res. 1). Ayaklarla duvarlar arasinda
dogudaki aciklik 1,74, batidaki 1,56 m. dir. Ayaklar 60x60 eb’adinda
karedir. Payeler arasinda kuzey-giiney arasindaki acikliklar miisavi de-
gildir. 1,68 den 1,74 e kadar degismektedir. Mekdmmn ortasindaki ayakla-
nn en dogu taraflan sonradan 60x61 eb’adinda tugladan ilavelerle tak-
viye edilmiglerdir. Son ayaklarla duvarlar arasinda kuzeyde 2,31, giiney-
de 1,70 lik mesafe vardir.

Zemin vaktiyle tugladan yapilmg karelerle ortiilmiigtiir. Bu ze-
minden tonozun en yiiksek noktasina kadar olan yiikseklik 1.30 m. kenar-
larda ise 1,25 m. dir (Res. 2). Bu mekinin bidayette bu sekilde nicin
yapilmis oldugunu kestirmek kabil olamamgtir. Fakat sonradan degisik-
lige ugrams ve gerek zemin ve gerekse duvarlar bir yiikseklige kadar
su sivast ile kaplanmis olduguna nazaran muayyen seviyeye kadar su
toplulugunun mevcudiyetinin nazan dikkate ahndigi anlagilmaktadur.
Mevcut ayak takviyeleri daha sonraki bir devre aittir, cilinkii bu takvi-
yeler sivanmamigtir.

Bu mekéna gelen muhtelif kanallar : Ayasofyamn icinde (kroki 1) Do-
gu ve bati esas payelerinin yanina kadar uzanan 1,32x0,58 capinda kana:-
lar, krokide goriildiigii gibi, asil binanin en kuzey ve giiney kapilarinin ai-
tindan gecerek nartexe dogru uzanmaktadir. Bunlardan en kuzeyde olans
nartexe girer girmez iki kisma aynhr. Bir kissm bu mekanin kuzey-dogn
kosesinin hemen yamnda bir mekanla birlesir, digeri ise krokide goriil-
diigii gibi bu mekinin kuzey-bat1 késesinden gecerek kuzeyden itibaren
ic nartexden dis nartexe agilan 2. kapimn altindan gecer ve dig nartex
bati duvarlarimin yamna kadar uzamir. Buradan duvarlara paralel olarak
vaktiyle dis nartexden atriuma acilan kapiya kadar uzamr. Buradan ba-
tiya donerek Ayasofya bati cephesindeki bahceye dogru devamla — Sch-
eider tarafindan® bulunan — ve kuzeyden giineye dogru gegen biiylik su
kanal: ile birlegir.
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Yine Ayasofya’min giiney tarafindaki en bati esas payesinin hemen
yanindan baglayan bir kanal da binadan nartexe agilan en giiney kapinin
altindan gecerek yine bu mekénla birlesmektedir. Binamn icine bu her
iki koldan aynlan birer sube Osmanh devrinde Bergama’dan getirilerek
konmus olan biiyiik mermer su kiiplerinin altina kadar uzanmaktadir.

Bu bina icinden gelen giiney kanallarnnin mekana brilestigi nokta-
mn hemen altindan baghyan daha biiyiik ve yiiksekligi 1,65 ild 1,30 m.
ve eni 1,00 m. ild 0,80 m. olan bir dehliz, Ayasofya giris vestibiiliini
boylu boyunca katettikten sonra bahgeye cikmakta ve giiney istikame-
tinde miuidiirliik binasimin kapisi hizasina kadar uzanmaktadir. Bu dehliz
istiinde yer yer 2-3 m. boyunda ve yola dik olan koridorlar vardir. Yi-
kildig1 i¢in dehlizin devaminmin tetkiki miimkiin degildir. Bu son kori-
dorlarin biyiklugi 1,23 x 0,60 m. dir.

Bugiin Ayasofya’nin i¢inde bulunan ve su mecras: gibi goriilen mec-
ralarin bilhassa ilk seklinin neye yaradign maltim degildir. Binanin ze-
minini déseyen mermer levhalarin zamanla kirlenmis oldugu ve vaktiyle
kilise zeminin zaman zaman yikandigindan toplanan suyun digan atilma-
sina yaramak igin, bu kanallarin yapildig: diisiiniiliirse de buna mukabil
bu kanallarda su sivasi olmamas: bu faraziyeyi zayiflatmaktadir. Fakat
Osmanh devrinde mermer kiiplerden su igenlerin doktiikleri sularn su-
be kanallar vasitasiyle bu kanallara gelerek bu mekina sevkedildikleri
de bir hakikattir. Bu sube kanallarda da siva yoktur, mekdmn giiney ni-
hayetinden bagliyan Ayasofya bahcesinin giris kapisina dogru uzanan te-
sisin, burada toplanan suyu harice akitmak igin kullamlmig olmas: diisi-
niilebilirse de, bu tesisin yapilis sekli boyle bir vazifede kullanilmadigim
gostermektedir. Zira gerek bu gecidin en ve yiiksekligi, siva kullamlma-
masi, Ayasofya’nin batisindan gegen biiyiik kanalizasyonla irtibatin aran-
mamasi ve bu gegitten her iki tarafa aynlan azami 2 m. uzunlugunda olan
dehlizler bunun bu maksatla yapilmamig oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu
dehlizler muntazam gekilde nihayetlenir ve sonradan kapanmamig oldu-
gu asikardir.

En son bir ihtimal olmak iizere bu mekdmn daha evvel burada mev-
cut olan bir binaya ait olabilmesi ihtimali de diisiiniilebilir. Bu halde el-
de mevcut kata gore 2. Ayasofya seviyesi bugiinkii nartex seviyesinden
2.10 m. aga@ olduguna nazaran bunun nartex seviyesinden 1.95 m. agagi-
da bulunan bu mekdmn kare tuglalarla doseli seviyesinin mukayesesi 14-
zim gelir.
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Her ne kadar iki seviye arasinda biiyiik fark yoksa da asil Ayasofya
binasimn en kuzeydeki kapisimn altindan gegerek gelen kanalla birle-
sen ve buradan itibaren dig nartex’e agilan 2 nci kapisinin altindan gece-
rek dis nartex’in batt duvarina kadar uzanan kanalinda gosterdigi vechile
48.53 m. boyunda olan mekan Ayasofyanin i¢c nartex’inin heyeti umumi-
yesini kaplamamaktadir. Bundan bagka A. M. Schneider tarafindan ya-
pilmis olan kazi neticesinden 2 nci Ayasofyamin eninin 60 m. kadar ol-
dugu tespit edildigine nazaran meydana cikanlan propile gerisinde bir
dis ve bir i¢ nartex oldugu kabul edilse bile bu mekén bina ile aym ende
olmasi ldzim gelen i¢ nartex’in enine tekabiil etmemektedir. Bundan bag-
ka mekdmn duvarlarnimin yap1 sekli de Ikinci Ayasofya yapi sekline ben-
zememektedir. Bu noktai nazardan bu mekinmn ikinci Ayasofya ile ala-
kas1 oldugu kabul edilemez.

Feridun Dirimtekin

1 Bk.: A. M. Schneider, Die Grabung im westhof der Sophienkirche zu Istanbul
plan 1-6.



ARCHWISE SPACE UNDER INNER NARTEX OF
SAINT SOPHIA

Under the inner narthex of St. Sophia is a vault, extending from the
Orea Door to the space between the two doors at the extreme north. It
occupies two thirds of the width of the narthex. The total length is 43.55
ms. The width is 3.90 ms. It is divided into two parts by a range of pil-
lars in the middle (Fig. 1). The space between the pillars and the wall is
1.74 ms. in the east and 1.56 ms. in the west. The pillars are square. with
side of 60 cms. The pillars are not ranged at equal distanecs from north to
south. The distance varies from 1.68 ms. to 1.74 ms. The east side of the
pillars has been consolidated later with bricks measuring 60 cms. x 61.
The distance between the extreme pillars and the walls is 2.31 ms. to
the north wall and 1.70 ms. to the south wall.

The floor was paved with brick squares. The height from the floor
to the vault is 1.30 ms. at the apex, and 1.25 ms. at the sides. It is im-
possible to determine the original destination of the vault (Fig. 2). fi
was later modified, and the floor and the walls up to a certain height
were covered with hydraulic cement, which indicates that the accumu-
lation of water up to a certain level had been considered. The consoli-
dation of the pillars belongs to a later period, as the consolidated paris
have not been cemented.

Diverse conduits reach this vault. Two main conduits, measuring
(PL.1) 1,82 ms. in length and 0,58 across, enter St. Sophia as far as the
western massive pillars, pass under the extreme north and south gates
of the building respectively, and reach the narthex, as seen in the dia-
gram. The northern main on entering the narthex is divided into two
branches. One branch joins the vault near the north-east corner, the
other, as seen in the diagram, crosses the north-west corner of the vault,
passes under the second door (from the north) which opens from the in-
ner narthex to. the outer narthex, and reaches the west wall of the outer
narthex. It runs parallel to the wall and reaches the gate which formerly
led from the outer narthex to the atrium. From that point it turns west-
ward to the garden west of St. Sophia, and joins the main conduit which
runs in a north-south direction, discovered by Schneider.!
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One conduit, which starts near the western massive pillar in the
south side of St. Sophia, passes under the extreme southern door of the
narthex, and joins the vault. Two branches separating from those two
conduits reach the point under the large marble runs transfered from
Bergama in the Ottoman period.

A large passage, measuring 165-130 ms. by 100-0,80 ms., starts under
the point where the south conduits from the interior of the building join
the vault. It follows the whole length of the entrance vestibule of St. Sop-
hia, enters the garden, and extends southward to a point on a line with
the entrance of the Director’s office. It has been domolished, so it was
impossible to examine its wall. The size of the southern conduits is.

They have at intervals funnels measuring from 2 to m., which rise
vertically up to the road.

Those conduits inside St. Sophia resemble water conduits, but we
do not know to what use they served in their original form. We might
suppose that, as the marble pavements of the church were joined in the
course of time, the conduits were designed to let out the water accumii-
lated while washing the pavements. But this seems improbable because
they have no hydraulic cement. It is however a fact that in the Ottoman
period the water spilt while drinking from the marble urns ran into the
branzhes of those conduits, and from there into the vault. Ther is no
cement in those branches either. We might suppose that the system
which starts from the south extremity of the vault and reaches the en-
trance gate of the garden of St. Sophia, was designed to let out the water
accumulated there, but the structure of the system indicates that it was
not put to that use. The width and height of the passage, the absence ot
cement, the fact that it had not been connected to the large canalization
passing west of St. Sophia, the conduits with a maximum length of 2 ms.
branching from the passage, all indicate that it was not designed for
that purpose. Those conduits terminate regularly, and it is evident that

they were not closed at a later date.

As a last hypothesis it might be possible that the vault belonged to
a building which existed there formerly. Judging from the remains ex-
tant, the level of the second St. Sophia was 2.10 ms. below that of the
present narthex. It is therefore necessary to compare them to the vaulit,
when paved with bricks. The vault is 1,95 ms. below the level of the
narthex.
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Although there is not an important difference between these two
levels, according to the position of the canal which joins with the canal
that passes under the northernmost door of the essential St. Sophia buil-
ding; and after passing under the entrance which opens to the outer
narthex, extending to the western wall of the outer narthex, space of
43.53 metres lenght does not content the inner narthex.

Apart this, as a result of the excavations carried out by M. A. Schne-
ider, it is fixed that the with of the second St. Sophia building was 60
metres.

Even if it is accepted that there were inner outer narthexes behind
the propile found, this area is not an equivalent with the width of inner
narthex. Secondly, shape of the walls of this area has not recemblance
with the second St. Sophia building. From this point of view, it is im-
possible to see a relation between this area and the second St. Sophia.

Feridun Dirimtekin

1 A. M. Schneider, Die Grabung im westhof der Sophienkriche zu Istanbul
and plan: VL



Res. 1 — Kubbe kasnag.
Fig. 1 — Casing of the dome.

Res. 2 — Nartex altindaki mekamn umumi gorunusu.
(g. 2 — A general view from the archwise space under inner narthex

Kroki I — Narthex altindaki
mekan.
Pl I - Vault under inner narthex




